
If

)

HITLER'S VOLKSGEMEINSCHAFT AND THE
DYNAMICS OF RACIAL EXCLUSION

Violence against ]ews in
Provincial Germany, 1919-1939

Michael Wildt

Translated from the German by
Bernard Heise

~
Berghahn Books

Ncw York • Oxford

~
Yllci VIINht'lII



Published in 2012 by
Berghahn Books

www.berghahnbooks.com
Published in association with Yad Vashem

German-language edition
©2007 Hamburger Edition

Volksgemeinschaft als Selbstermächtigung:
Gewalt gegen Juden in der deutschen Provinz 1919 bis 1939

By Michael Wildt

English-language edition
©2012 Berghahn Books

All rights reserved. Except for the quotation of short passages
for the purposes of criticism and review, no part of this book
may be reproduced in any form or by any means, electronic or

mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any information
storage and retrieval system now known or to be invented,

without written permission of the publisher.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Wildt, Michael, 1954-
[Volksgemeinschaft als Selbstermächtigung. English]
Hitler's Volksgemeinschaft and the dynamics of racial exclusion : violence against [ews in provin-

cial Germany, 1919-1939/ Michael Wildt; translated from the German by Bernard Heise. -- 1st ed.
p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-85745-322-8 (hardback : alk. paper)
1. Antisemitism--Germany--History--20th century. 2. Jews--Persecutions--Germany--History-
-20th century. 3. National socialism. 4. Gerrnany-T'olitics and government--1933-1945. 5. Holo-
caust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Causes. 6. Germanv=Ethnic relations. 7. Germany--History, Local. l.
Tide.
DS146.G3W5513 2011
940.53'18--dc23

2011025039

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

The translation of this work was funded by
Geisteswissenschaften International- Translation Funding for Humanities and Social

Seiences from Germanv
A joint initiative of the Fritz Thyssen Foundation, the German Fcderal Foreign Office,
the collecting society VG WORT and the Börsenverein des Deutsch •.m Buchhandels

(German Publishers & Hoobellc·,'s ÄSSIlr/:'llolI).

Prinltt! in IiH' lJllil\'.1 :-;11111"1' >111111,11",,· 1"'1" 1
I:-;J\N 1)711(l W,'I'I', 1.1' H (1"1),11,,11 1 )

It

Für Brigitte

http://www.berghahnbooks.com


14 • Michael Wildt

24. See especially Peukert, Volksgenossen und GClllcinschaftsfremde; Detlev Peukert and
[ürgen Reulecke, eds., Die Reihen [ast geschlosserl: Beiträge zur Geschichte des Alltags
unterm Nationalsozialismus (Wuppertal, 1981); sec also Heide Gerstenberger and
Dorothea Schmidt, eds., Normalität oder Nnrmal,isierung? Geschichtswerkstätten und
Faschismusanalyse (Münster, 1987).

25. Uwe Puschner, Die völkische Bewegung im wilhelminischen Kaiserreich: Sprache - Rmse
- Religion (Darmstadt, 2001); Stefan Breuer, Ordnungen der Ungleichheit: Die deutsche
Rechte im Widerstreit ihrer Ideen 1871-1945 (Darrnstadt, 2001) and Nationalismus
und Fmchismus: Frankreich, Italien und Deutschland im Vergleich (Darmstadt, 2005);
also Kurt Sontheimer, Antidemokratisches Denken in der Weimarer Republik (Munich,
1962).

26. Hans Ulrich Thamer, Verführung und Gewalt: Deutschland 1933-1945, rev. ed. (Ber-
lin, 1994); Wehler, Deutsche Gesellschaftsgeschichte,vol. 4.

27. Norbert Frei, "'Volksgemeinschaft': Erfahrungsgeschichte und Lebenswirklichkeit
der Hitler-Zeit," in 1945 und wir: Das Dritte Reich im Bewußtsein der Deutschen (Mu-
nich, 2005), 107-128.

28. See Frank Bajohr and Michael Wildt, eds., Volksgemeinschaft: Neue Forschungen zur
Gesellschaft des Nationalsozialismus (Frankfurt OlmMain, 2009); Frank Bajohr, "The
'Folk Community' and the Persecution of the Jews: German Society under National
Socialist Dictatorship, 1933-1945," Holocaust and Genocide Studies 20 (2006): 183-
206.

29. See Arnold Paucker, Der jüdische Abwehrkampf gegen Antisemitismus und Nauonolso-
zalismus in den letzten Jahren der Weimarer Republik, 2nd ed. (Hamburg, 1969); [ür-
gen Matthäus, "Kampf ohne Verbündete: Der Centralverein deutscher Staatsbürger
jüdischen Glaubens 1933-1938," Jahrbuch für Antisemitismusforschung 8 (1998):
248-277; and above all Avraham Barkai, "Wehr Dich!" Der Centralverein deutscher
Staatsbürger jüdischen Glaubens 1893-1938 (Munich, 2002).

30. See Avraham Barkai, "The C.Y. Archives in Moscow: A Reassessment," Leo Baeck
Institute Yearbook 45 (2000): 173-182; also http://www.sonderarchiv.de [accessed
7.12.006]; as weil as the Russian-language homepage of the archive: http://www.ru-
sarchives.ru/federal/rgva/index.shtml [accessed 12 [uly 2006j.

31. Thus the sources referenced in the endnotes refer either only to the signature of the
special archive in Moscow or to the signature of the CAHJP microfilm in Jerusalem,
supplemented with the respective Moscow signature to make it easier to find.

32. Arecent publication from this collection is Herbert Obenaus, ed., Historisches
Handbuch der jüdischen Gemeinden in Niedersachsen und Bremen, 2 vols. (Göttingen,
2005).

33. Longerich, "Davon haben wir nichts gewusst!"
34. Otto Kulka and Eberhard Jäckel, eds., Die luden in den geheimen NS-Stimmungsberi-

chten 1933-1945, vol. 62, Schriften des Bundesarchivs. Düsseldorf, 2004 (Düsseldorf,
2004); English edition: The lews in the Secret Nazi Reports on Popular Opinion in Ger-
rnany, 1933-1945 (New Haven, 2010); see also Otto Kulka, "Jewish Society in Ger-
many as Reflected in Secret Nazi Reports on 'Public Opinion' 1933-1945," in On
Germans and lews under the Nazi Regime: Essays by Three Generations of Historians:
A Festschrift in Honor of Otto Dov Kulka, ed. Moshe Zimmermann (Icrusalcm, 2006),
261-279.

35. Longerich, "D(!1I()nhaben wir1lirll/s !!<'wl<sst/"21 'i I.

JI

VOLKSGEMEINSCHAFT AS A
POLITICAL CONCEPT

M

The Origins of the Volksgemeinschaft during
the First World War

111(':cntry Volksgemeinschaft in the German dictionary by the brothers
( :dllIlU records only a single source, namely Friedrich Schleiermacher.'
NI 11H':rhcless , we also find the Volksgemeinschaft in Wilhelm Dilthey, jo-
11111111Caspar Bluntschli, and Friedrich Carl von Savigny, who understood
IIlt· HI ;11"(: as the "corporal form of the spiritual Volksgemeinschaft."2 Ferdi-
1Ii1lldTönnies used the term, asdid Theodor Herzl in his book TheJewish
0,;/11/(', .rlbcit only in passing and with reference to persistent anti-Semi-
/111111.I lcrz] wrotc that the [ewish people had made an honest attempt
II111IlsHinlilille wirh the Volksgemeinschaft that surrounds us while only
1IIi'/H'1vilig rhc ("irh ()f our fathers. One does not allow it."? Hans-Ulnch
\VI,I tll'I' SIInlS"P Ih:II' dllring rhc Wilhclmine Empire the concept Volksge-
IIII'(II\l'illlfi w:tdll:tlly l(lok 111('plncc of rhc Volksnation (people's nation),
lllli, 11:1/ Ih:1111111(':tll'l':ldy J1oss('ss('dIlw (;11,,1n"wnfbeing"constitution-
,rlly Illdill"I"III" ilNIIl1f1'll:II h.un« wh h Ihl' 1,'IIIJ1irl':ISwit h the Weimar
HI I'llhlk :llId Nur k uurl ~'III l,dl.'lllI IIlhl dldlllli J~II:Ir:IIIII'\":111:ISSllcl:11ion
11 111,1111'rI,:III'1 11/ 1111I'11I11'11'lhll111111d"1I111I11I111"IJII:tllly,1 Tlw klllriltl'
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political potentiallurking wirhin !hc C( inccpt was already made clear be-
fore the First World War by the libcr.d I;rk:drich Nauman, who remarked
ironically: "The Volksgemeinschaft is ncvcr larger or more flexible than
when people must die together." And in (:tC!', the First World War can be
seen as the actual hour of the Volbgemeinscliaft's birth.?

The final days before the mobilization on thc first of August were filled
with tension. As late as 28 [uly, the SPD sr.igcd an anti-war rally in which
more 750,000 people participated, considcrublv more than in the patri-
otic processions of the previous days.? Facecl with the threat of war, others
were gripped by panic. Thousands withdrew their savings from the banks
and hoarded foodstuffs." "Deep into the night," proclaimed a typical
newspaper report from Wattenscheid near Gelsenkirchen. "people waited
for final news about the state of things. While at first an oppressive mood
predominated, the tension gradually eased and disappeared into thin air
with the singing of patriotic songs."?

Special editions then spread the news about the mobilization wirhin
the briefest time; people gathered, read the declarations aloud, and sang
songs of imperial loyalty. The newspapers attested to the unanimity and
steadfastness of the German people in the face of war and described the
processions as express ions of the people's solidarity with the emperor. In
this situation, addressing the large mass of people who had assembled on
1 August in front of the Berlin Palace, Wilhelm II found these words to
say (which would later be cited again and again): "I thank you from the
depths of my he art for the expression of your love and your faithfulness.
In the battles that are now to come, I no longer recognize any parties
in my people. Among us there are now only Germans." According to
newspaper reports, these words were met with thunderous exultation.'? In
the Reichstag on 4 August, the emperor repeated this statement, and the
parliament unanimously approved the war credits.

This internal truce that the SPD made with the imperial regime cre-
ated the image of a unified nation, even though recent investigations of
this myth of the entire German people closing ranks at the beginning
of the war reveal significant gender, class, and regional differences, the
myth should be evaluated more as media production than as a reality.!'
For young bourgeois men-especially academics-the war represented a
test of character, a manly baptism of fire. The philosopher Karl Löwith,
a young Bildungsbürger who reported as a volunteer, described his mo-
tives:

The drive for cmancipnrion [rom t1w hOl! rgl·()jssI riet IIrVS pi' seilo()1 ;IIH I
homc, :111int crn«! dis('()nl wit h Illysel( Id't\,1' t lu- \'()lIiqlHl' \I( IIIY finil 1'1'11'11\1

,~"Ip. tI", :q1IWI" ••1'"livlllH tllllll:I'II'llldy" IVI"I" 1'lltlllIllI,tI 11'111I'1111INI'I;{ NI
1'1 ~1111',1111'oI1"dll' 111r luuw 11111'111'11111111''''''11111111' 11111111111"1111111'11111,IHitl,
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last but not least the alleviation of one's own being, wh ich had become
conscious through Schopenhauer, by participating in the totality by wh ich
one was surrounded-these and similar motives determined that I would
welcome the war as a chance to live and die.'?

The newspapers and intellectual public reinforced the image of nation-
al unity, The "Spirit of 1914" became a set phrase for the unified Volksge-
meinschaft that, transcending parties and classes, glimpsed its strength in
unity and coherence, with which it believed it could defy any enemy. The
'ssays, books, brochures, speeches, and tracts of German intellectuals who
proclaimed their enthusiasm for the war are legion." In a keen historical
'ornparison, the situation in 1914 was likened to the wars of liberation
Iought in 1813 against Napoleonic rule, while at the same time the re-
jvction of the values of the French Revolution was codified: against the
"dcmocratic freedom" of the allies there was "German freedom" (Fried-
rich Meinecke), against civil equality there was soldierly comradery,
Ilg;Iinst brotherhood there was Prussian socialism.I+ [ohann Plenge wrote:
"10 will from a different will than that narrow will of your little I! That is
Ihc communall't" Such demands that the individual be subjugated to the
whole, together with the apotheosis of the German people as the mani-
I~'sl'ation of the Hegelian "World Spirit" leading a crusade for humanity,
erenred avision of community that cornbined arrogance with hubris."

he close connection between the feeling of the Volksgemeinschaft and
osrrncism and persecution-the enthusiastic and emotionally laden in-
I'Ilision linked with a vehement and violent exclusion-is revealed by
IIH.'hunt for alleged spies. As early as the first days of August, newspapers
'I ircnd reports of spies who were artacking bridges and poisoning drink-
Ill( water.'? Even though the imperial regime immediately denied such
,('ports and told the populace not to believe everything that was writ-
11'11 in the papers, the fever of the hunt spread everywhere. On 3 August
iI x Iv-four supposed spies were turned over to police at a Berlin train sta-
1I1in, but they turned out to be nothing of the sort. Even the actress Asta
N klscn became the victim of a hysterical crowd while taking a walk, as
iIIVrccordcd in her memoirs:

.~lIddtnly my har was rorn off, so that my black hair became visible. "A
1~IIHsiilnl" cricd sornconc Irorn bchind, and a hand grabbed me by the head.
I ('rI('d 0111 111(t';lr .u n l p:dll, Thcn u 111:111rurncd in front: ofmc and recog-
I\IzI'd 111\'.IIv (':dl(," 0111I11Y11:1111\'10 ,lw l'xriled crowd hl'hind mc find rhcv
1,'1 111\'1(11111111,~'illl\'lIIl('liIIIIIH ('lldl ot lu-r.!"

~1111l1111l1111'1.1"11111II1IIIIH'" I" 1,111('1' ",,1"/1 1"'1we!l. 1{11111111'~:dH'111 1.1

11/:1'" IIIHIIIIII'M 1I/l1l111~1 ( :1:11111111III""II'IH I" 111.1,:11111111111111'11I/:nt'lll'oIll'"



the mood. In the Thuringian town ofOhrdruf, a crowd lynchcd :1Cutho-
lic priest who was accused of helping the Belgian army.'?

Soeial Democrats as well as many German Jews hoped that by support-
ing the war they would finally be seen as equal members of the German
Volk. In fact, the war could only be waged with accelerated industrial
production, that is, with the help of the workforce. The conservatives
mistook the national euphoria in Germany at the beginning of the war
as an affirmation of the political status quo. But they were soon forced to
learn (no later than when the defeat at the Battle of the Marne in Sep-
tember 1914 made a "lightning victory" unimaginable) that the recogni-
tion of the Social Democrats and the unions as equally legitimate powers
wirhin the state was aprerequisite for the necessary war effort. In turn,
the leadership of the SPD took up as a leitmotif the idea that the dass
struggle could only be resumed once the stability of the soeiety as a whole
was secured." "Standing together with the Volksgemeinschaft in misery
and death" was a matter of course, according to Konrad Haenisch, who
became the Prussian minister of culture after the war." And, as another
SPD leader added helpfully, "national solidarity" with the Volksgemein-
schaft meant "subordinating all of the desires of the individual party to the
question regarding the welfare of the Volk.?"

Most Jews also joined the national euphoria, and not only because they
hoped to attain their long sought-after integration with the Volksgemein-
schaft through public displays of patriotism. They did so, rather, mostly
because they were, in fact, patriots. At the worship service on 5 August,
the synagogue in Berlin-Charlottenburg, wh ich could hold 2,000 people,
was overflowing; Leo Baeck gave the sermon and explained that this war
would deeide about the culture and civilization of Europe." Even Martin
Buber was gripped by the mood: "never has the concept of 'Volk' become
such a reality for me as in these weeks."24More than 10,000 young Jewish
men volunteered for the army immediately after the war began; all told,
96,000 Jewish solders served in the German forces during the First World
War, of whom 12,000 died and 35,000 were decorated with medals."

The directive on the "horne front" was that one had to support the
men "in the field." Throughout Germany, local committees were formed
under the leadership of the Red Cross to collect donations. The National
Women's Service (Nationaler Frauendienst) now included Soeial Demo-
cratic women's organizations, which had previously been denied the op-
portunity to collaborate.f Even children and adolescents were called
upon to parricipatc in rhe Volksgemeinschaft's war efforts. "What did we
noricc of thc w.ir]" KI:Il1SMann askcd hirnself having been eight years
old wlu-n lhv W:II'hV)..!:III:

-\11,'IIIIHIlIH tlll!' w,'111 I,) 1111' 1)(';II'l'SIcorncr In 1'<'::1drhc d:lily report. Two
11111I1Hilll(1llI'is!1I1,'I'SrilJlIlll'nl un thc LIstern Front, triumphant advances in
d I\' Wl'SI: I lu-rc W~'I'C:dW:1YSonlv victories, The great victories were much
111,(,1II:IjOl'holid:1Ys, Whcn Hindenburg did that colossal thing in the Mas-
11111111:<W;III1P,ihc childrcn wcre in buoyant spirits like on Christmas Eve."

1\l'll'lembcring his childhood in Berlin, the later West German joumal-
I~I und ~1LI thor Sebastian Haffner (born in 1907) wrote that the war was
"I Ilig und excitedlv enthusiastic game of nations, which provided more
un-nningfu] entertainment and provoked more passionate emotions than
,"lyilling peace-time could offer."28 In his notes written in 1939 while
«xllcd in London, Haffner confessed that for him the most lasting impres-

'111 created by all the hardships and discomforts that the war brought
I'Mpccially to the eities-bad and often insufficient food, wooden soles
1,)1' shoes, clothes worn inside out, collecting bones and cherry pits in
I\'hool-was of the war as agame:

It was a dark, secretive game, one with a never ending and vicious appeal
rhat extinguished everything and declared reallife null and void, with the
narcotic effect of playing roulette or smoking opium. land my comrades
played it through the entire war, four years long, unpunished and undis-
turbed-and it was this game, not the harmless "war games" that we also
played in the streets and playgrounds, that left its dangerous marks on a11
of US,29

The real fissures in the wartime soeiety soon showed themselves.l'' The
initial enthusiasm for the war was quickly followed by disillusionment.
The drafted men were no longer available to provide for their families,
and government assistance was often insuffieient to keep up with the ris-
ing cost of living. Thus many women had to search for ways to earn in-
come and took the workplaces in the factories that had been left behind
by the men." The horrors of the "turnip winter" in 1916/17-when for
lack ofbread, milk, butter, and meat the turnip became the primary source
of nuttition-e-remained for decades a fixed part of the collective memory
in Germany. And thirty years later it significantly influenced economic
measures vis-a-vis nourishment on the part of the National Soeialists,
who during the Second World War feared that a similar catastrophic nu-
tritional situation could decisively weaken wartime morale and encour-
age revolutionary resentment.

In Berlin, the first disturbances caused by food shortages occurred in
October 1915, after which the series ofhunger riots never let up. Women
and adolescents took part in the looting of grocery stores and even en-
gaged in violent confrontations with police. There were mounting com-
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plaints bv public authorities about the "waywardness" of vouth." The year
1916 witnessed the first short strikes in the armaments industry, by which
workers sought to reinforce their demands for cost-of-living adjustments
and increased food rations. Finally, reports from the Russian revolution
in the spring of 1917 reinvigorated anti-war sentiments. In April of that
year, metal workers in Berlin, Leipzig, and other locations laid down their
tools; in January 1918 the waves of strikes swelled to the largest protests
in Germany during the war. In [uly 1918, the Magdeburg General Com-
mand complained:

The previously large rift between the poor and the rich that had been pret-
ty much sealed bv the enthusiasm for the war early on grows increasingly
larger with time. Among the poorer classes of the population, a decidedly
harmful hatred has accumulated against the rich and namely against the
so-called war profiteers, about wh ich one can only hope that [this hatred]
will not at some point come to a dreadful discharge."

In this situation, the appeal to the "Spirit of 1914" served to strength-
en the perseverance of the populace and reproduce the Volksgemeinschaft
that was threatening to break apart. The Reich Chancellery founded its
own propaganda institution, the German National Committee (Deutsche
Nationalausschuß), which immediately organized aseries of lectures in
memory of the "Spirit of 1914," initially with prominent speakers like
Max Weber, Ernst Troeltsch, and Friedrich Naumann.l" The German Fa-
therland Party grew out of the National Committee in 1917 with Grand
Admiral Tirpitz as party leader; its central purpose was to represent the
"Spirit of 1914."35Within a year, the Fatherland Party gained almost half
a million members and thus counted among the largest political associa-
tions during the war. With numerous propaganda operations and mass
assemblies, with placards, leaflets, and brochures, it tried to strengthen
the Germans' resolve for victory and to denounce any calls for a negoti-
ated peace.

"All Authority Emanates from the Volk"

The collapse into defeat was correspondingly severe. At the end of Sep-
tember 1918, when the Supreme Command (Oberste Heeresleitung) sud-
denly admitted that the war could no Ionger hc won and sucd for an im-
mediate CC:'HlAII'(', IIw ncws st nick IIw pulili« lil«: ;, shock , for unril I"h:1I"

Illlll'Wllt tlw pnIJl1II(:II,d:I 11IId:.IWIIYNIlllrtlll'l,d tlll' !tOJlI' 1<11'vkrorv, \(,N(lW
111\'11111111lid 11I1I1id\'111I' Ildll'l""'d, 1111111111"11111:1111'11d!'k l'lld tll tlH' W:II'
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spread like wildfire. When the admiralty reversed itself yet again and or-
dered continued fighting so as to preserve "honor" in defeat, the soldiers
resisted the senseless dying. The revolution started in Kiel-on 4 Novem-
ber the sailors and soldiers had contral of the city, and in following days
workers' and soldiers' councils assumed power in many cities throughout
the empire. The power structure of the old regime capitulated everywhere
with next to no resistance. On 9 November the revolution finally reached
ßerlin.

Although the SPD leadership under Ebert believed for a short time
that it could take over power wirhin the framework of the October con-
sritution and establish a Social Democratic/bourgeois cabinet, the events
rolled over them as well. Around noon of 9 November, Max von Baden,
wirheut being authorized to do so, announced the abdication of the Kai-
Hl'r,who had already fled at the end of October to the military headquar-
I\'1'::;in Spa, and turned over the office of the Reich chancellor to Fried-
rlch Ebert. In the afternoon, Philipp Scheidemann dashed to balcony of
Ihc Reichstag and proclaimed the "Gerrnan Republic," just a few hours
lx-fore Karl Liebknecht proclaimed the "Free Socialist Republic" at the
IIv rl in Palace.

Ebert's intention to hamstring the social revolution and support state
1I1thority expressed itself in an appeal to civil servants to stay at their posts
11H I especially in his pact of mutual recognition with General Groener,
11\(, successor to Ludendorff in the Supreme Command. But a continu-
tll()n of the old imperial cabinet was no longer conceivable. The Berlin
iI ilclicrs' councils resolved on 9 November to elect workers' and soldiers'
1'1111nci ls throughout Berlin and have thern come together in their first
1111'1(1.'nssemblv. The SPD leadership reacted to its threatened loss of power
II,d rcached an agreement with the leftist USPD (Independent Social
I )i'1l10cratic Party of Germanv) on the afternoon of 10 November to cre-
illl' 11Council of People's Representatives that would seat three members
I,1uu cach of the two parties, including Ebert and Scheidemann.F On the
1111\'d:,y, the assembly ofBerlin workers' and soldiers' councils confirmed

11111('!'e:lt'ion of a Council of People's Representatives and resisted the de-
lillll,ds on rhe Left to exclude the majority Social Democrats from the
11'11\1(1"1'I111pof thc council." One month later in Berlin, by a large majority,
1111'li"Ht 11:,tionwide Congress of Workers' and Soldiers' Councils called
1111II\(, elccrion of ~ National Assembly to provide a constitution, thus
1\1111.11l1(1'()()111for:1 parlinrncntarv dcmocracy,

()II I J Novcrnlx-r, (1Ill' d:,y :,(t'<:r rhc signing of the cease-fire agree-
1111.111,t lu- (;""111'11 o( I\'"plv'~ n,eprCSCI1t'ilt"ivespuhlishcd an appeal to the
(li 11111111\11'11\111',wltl!'!, 11('I':IIlI('"tI 1(' lirst VUllStit u: ionn] .locumcnr of rhe
I), Illddl\" ( ;hllMlllpll (:'I,~y), 1\1'1111 I'lilill idll'I)I:lltllll( tll\' st:iI\,,)r~i"l:(' :lIld
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granting amnesty for politicnl criuu-», 111\'dl icurnent dedared the freedom
of association and assemblv, Llll' pr()lllhlllull of censorship, and the free-
doms of opinion and religion I'{)l1l' 1'111\\1:IIII\.:nt81rights, as weIl as demo-
cratic elections by universal :;u{fr:lgl' wll h cqual, secret, and direct bal-
10ts,39The election of a National i\s~l'llIhly 10 provide a constitution was
a clear objective of social democratic polll ics, but the SPD did not have a
constitutional theory at its disposal."

So it made complete sense that on 15 November, instead of a Social
Democrat, it was Hugo Preuß, a constiturional lawver and liberal, who
was called to head the Imperial Ministrv of thc Interior and entrusted
with composing a draft for a constitution." In a daring treatise that re-
ceived wide attention, Preuß (whose parents were ]ewish) had already
staked out a position during the war in opposition to the Wilhelminian
authoritarian state. He had argued for a Volksstaat that was to combine
national unity and the people's freedom, wh ich in concrete terms meant a
demand for electoral reforms and a parliamentary monarchy."

Now Preuß pled his case anew in a programmatic article on 14 No-
vember 1918 in the Berliner Tageblatt against the traditional authoritarian
state and against a Bolshevist dass dictatorship. but for a Volksstaat that
would help the Bürgertum and workers attain their political rights:

Not dasses or groups, not parties or estates in opposing isolation, but only
the entire German Volk, represented by a German National Assembly
which has proceeded from who11y democratic elections, can create the
German Volksstaat, [The Assembly] must create it soon, lest an unspeak-
able disaster completely immiserate our wretched Volk, Certainly a mod-
ern democracy must be fi11edwith the spirit of vigorous social progress; but
its political foundation can never be created bv dass struggle or the sup-
pression of one social stratum bv another, but rather only by the unity and
freedom of a11Volksgenossen [people's comradesj."

Despite the Revolution, the debate about constitutional politics was
still shaped by the German tradition of constitutional thought, at the
center of which stood the state-as-power (Machtstaat)," "The constitu-
tion has changed, the state has remained. This is the only way to under-
stand the German Revolution ofNovember 1918," commented Gerhard
Anschütz, a liberal specialist in constitutionallaw, in the important com-
mentary he wrote at the time about the Weimar imperial constitution.P
According to both right- and left-wing critiques, the "genuine" and "true"
Volkswille (will of the people) couldnot bc cxpressed by rhc principlc of
the majority-Volkswille W<1S alw:1Ys I11me 111:111rhc will n(!Iw m.ijoritv.
ThliS 1"11(,P:lrli:IIl1\'1l1 V\Jldd not Iw !Iw oldy illslllillillil 111:11:lrl!vld:ll('d
IIH' V()lIi\willl', 'Ih' Ildlll\'llll:d \'XI\('II 111I('llllrllllllllllllld luw 1{ldlt'll I\('d
!lldl IVIIIIII,<I11"~YHII'IIIId IlIdllllll' III'IWII'II 1111'('\1'111111'1'1111<1111:11'4111111'1'
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power." The parliament could not be allowed to impose its will on the
I'L'gime, but instead could only possess the "right of criticism." Conversely,
1hc regime could not be allowed to act against the expressed will of parlia-
mcnt. Only this kind of "system of duality" could make the Volk capable
(l sovereignty, whereas the head of state would assume the role of "the
rrcative force in the [power balance] mechanism.t'"

Max Weber took a similar approach in aseries of articles about "Ger-
11I:1l1Y'Sfuture form of state" in the Frankfurter Zeitung in November 1918.
I lc developed the idea of a constitution in wh ich the Federal Council, as
I rcpresentative of the states, stood opposite aReich president elected by
Illc people, whereas the only responsibilities left to the Reichstag were
runtters of secondary importance, like controlling the budget." Weber
h,ld already pressed for the "direct election by the people of the supreme
!ll'l\l'er of authority" in 1917, for this was the only way to assure the po-
1I1ical "selective choosing ofleadership" (Führerauslese) in a modern mass
.k-mocracy. Now, as Wolfgang Mommsen put it, he formally embarked on
"I hc path toward a plebiscitary Führer democracy."48

ßefore deliberations began at the end of ]anuary 1919, in an article
ibout Preuß's constitutional draft, the liberal historian Friedrich Mei-
necke also endorsed an "enlightened and energetic dictatorship of trust
IVertauensdiktatur]," whose leader could very weH be a Social Democrat.
l )l1ly a "unified and strong hand" would be capable of freeing "us from
Illt' co-government of the workers' and soldiers' councils, this scum of our
1IIIhlic life." Meinecke supported the demand for a strongly positioned
1~I'ich president, who according to him should also be the Reich chance 1-
11)1'."A strong and unified Reich chanceHery authority at the head of the
( l(lrman republic-that would be the proper organic bond between the
PI\'~I'and future of our national being."49

1n the constitutional discussions in the Imperial Office of the Interior
dtll'ing mid December 1918 (in which Max Weber played a significant
1111(.'),I-lugo Preuß objected to an "inauthentic parliamentary system" in
\VIlieh the president was elected by parliament. Instead, Preuß espoused
111i'clection of a president by plebiscite.l" One year later, on the occa-
1111of the National Assembly's acceptance of the finalized consritution,

111'\'1d3again underscored the point that the constitution was not supposed
11i crcarc "parliamentary absolutism"; rather, "next to the parliament as
I1\(' HIIprcmc orgnn of the communal being" it quite deliberately pos i-
II11II('t! ;1"I\l'kh prcsidcnr who was directly elected by the people."?' Cor-
11'1'1)(IIld 1111(ly,1lu- li rsl dr:trl (lf rhc constitution that Preuß delivered to the
( "IIIIIl'i1 \>1ilH' \'\'lIpll"s 1\\'PI'('sl'l1l:ll'ives ClI'rhc bcginning of]anuary 1919
11I1111I111\'<111[1\('1'11<11'111dil'l\('ily 1'1\'l'Il'd hy ilw pcoplc CISa counterweight
Itl lli(· I\d, IHll:l)(,"'1'1'111'(:IHllll"illll' 111\' 1'.'11[1,,"'1'IZ"pl'l'/'li.'I1!;lliv('s [lushl'd
Illlil"l ,tlll;1\ 1IIII',11plililIIIIIJlld.tlllllllilllllilltllllt'lllltlll/(IIIN 1111111'""IIHII
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tution. Thus on 20 January, onc cI,IY:1(1er rhc elections for the National
Assembly, a revised version was plihlishl'd :JA H kind of governmental draft
that was essentially the same as the rll'SI',cxccpt that it was expanded to
include a catalogue of fundamental righl's.SJ In the appended memoran-
dum, Hugo Preuß once again outlincd hi» concept of a unified Volksstaat:
"The German Republic can only be thc dcmocratic self-organization of
the German people as a political whole .... There is no such thing as a
Prussian or Bavarian, a Lippian or Reussian nation; there is only a Ger-
man nation, wh ich shall shape the form of its politicallife in the German
Democratic Republic.P"

This strongly unified character of the imperial constitution steadilv di-
minished in the subsequent deliberations with the states, and the federal
aspects of the empire drew more forcefully to the fore.55 The changes in
the paragraph regarding the sovereignty of the people were significant. In
Preuß's version, it read: "all state authority lies with the German people
[beim deutschen Volke]"; now it read: "state authority lies with the people
[beim Volke]," which indeed could be understood as Prussian, Bavarian,
or Lippian state people.f After repeated revisions, espedally by the rep-
resentatives of the states, the constitutional draft was submitted to the
National Assembly."

With 38 percent of the votes cast, the SPD emerged as the strongest
force from the National Assembly elections on 19 January 1919. Together
with the most successful bourgeois party, the liberal DDP (German Demo-
cratic Party), and the Catholic Center Party, it formed the so-called Wei-
mar Coalition, which represented the Republic's hopeful anacrusis. The
German Nationals and right-wing liberals lagged behind the electoral re-
sults they had enjoyed during the Wilhelmine Empire, and with their 7.6
percent even the left-wing Independent Sodal Democrats bv no means
attained the results they had hoped for. The conservatives-the DNYP
(German National People's Party) and the right wing of the DYP-in-
sisted on areturn to the constitutional monarchy and the preservation
of the social status quo; the Catholic representatives of the Center Party
and the BYP (Bavarian People's Party) were committed to astate based
on principles of Christian natural law and thus wholly opposed to the
sovereignty of the people and "absolutism of rhe majority" (Mehrheitsab-
solutismus ). Therefore, for all intents and purposes, the Social Democrats
and the progressive liberals of the DDP were the only ones with a clear
commitment to a parliamentary-democratic republic. According to Ernst-
Wolfgang Böckenförde. a mere 60 perccnt of thc rcprcscntarives could bc
countcd c1S "actn.il supportcrs or ihc dVIll0l'!':l1ic ((lllnd;iI ions (lf rhc ncw
ordc-r Ilf' Ihe SI:III',"',il TIH' N;llillll:d !\HNi'llIhly '~;IIII\'I'\'tlllil h,hl'1l;lry 1911)
111\\1,1II'tl'I IIIIMNII1i~IIIl' IIIIV('I)l1l 1'111111/:pi'I,llllllilill Y III'Iwll:d 11111hlll'll Y 1BI
Itll:I.IIIIIiIlY, 111,11:(\1'11hl"dill 111:1li'11111I1{1'lill 11I1'lddl'lll 1111'11(')(1dlly.'I'J
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"All authority lies with people"-this was the weighty programmatic
formulation in Article 2 of the constitutional draft that the National
Assembly had to deliberate. With the Revolution and the abdication of
Ihe Kaiser the empire had obviously disappeared, yet the basic legitimat-
ing principles that would support the new state were hotly contested. In
Ihe plenary debate about the constitutional draft, the Social Democrat
I~ichard Fischer emphasized that a new Germany had to be built on a
Ioundation of freedom, law, and justice; it would be a new empire with
vi rtually nothing in common with the old empire apart from its name.
Consequentlv, the Social Democrats were in favor of speaking not about
11"Constitution of the German Empire" but a "Constitution of the Ger-
1)I:m.Republic." Similarly, the DDP representative Erich Koch, the mayor
1l Kassel in Hesse, gave unqualified support to democratic constitutional
ldcas, wh ich he traced straight from 1848 to 1918. In contrast, the repre-
scntative of the Center Party Peter Spahn, formerly the Prussian minister
1Il'justice, expressly criticized the principle ofVolkssouveränität (sovereign-
1y of the people). The idea of the state, according to Spahn, was "rooted
11moral human nature and thereby in the divine world order." Thus he
I~111nd himself in opposition to the definition in the constitutional draft
Ihut all authority emanates from the people.f"

The "constitutional conflict" about Volkssouveränität continued to
1'I'\'occuPY Catholics in the years to come. Above all, Heinrich Schrörs,
11Church historian from Bonn, insisted in numerous publications that
11\i' constitutional principle that authority emanates from the people was
lundamentally opposed to Catholic doctrine.?' In turn, politicians from
11\i' Center Party, supported by part of the episcopacy, defended thern-
1i·1vcs and the pragmatics of the constitution. As the legal historian and
\ ;\,111er Party representative Konrad Beyerle said defensively: "Where in
1Illill\,1rckian constitution does it say anything in favor of freedom of con-
11 k-ucc, Church, and Christian schools that even in the most remote way
111iproaches the guarantees that the Weimar [constitution] provides for
iIH"~L'rcligious areas of life?"62 Others emphasized that the principle of
\'lI/l<ss()uveränität did not signify the denial of divine guidance, but rather
pli rvklcd rhc initial impulse toward developing the "republican idea of
dll·llving Volksgemeinschaft" into an actual social ethos.f Article l of the
I 1111,~1i1111ion was merelv a declaration of the Volksstaat in opposition to
llli' /i\l'llll'l' nurhoritarian state and not a legal-philosophical or theologi-
1111rll:IIL'IIIVIII;Ihlllli rhc origins of stare power. Nonetheless, the circle of
('lllhlllk 1"i'[1ITSVIII:llivl"Hstill m.iintaincd a distance from the republican
I I 1I1'd111111111i.

'111\' lISJlI) IHllkv:lhly wlrhdu-w I'nlill Ihe 1911'1/19 consrlrurional dis-
IIIWdlll\' Wldll' illt·IIII'I'I\·WIIII,llvl·, illl' kwl~h 1\I'I'IiIII:lwy('rn~bI'C()hn,
11'11'1111l!VI'111illi' 1IIIIIIIIIId I\HMl'llIldy wlt h IIIIIIIYl'lIlkld hili 1I1111t1i1/~ldy
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constructive criticisms." in M:I!'"h I I) I I) Ilu, USPD party congress con-
cluded that democratic legal {Urins wililill I1 capitalist social order were
amirage, and thus the party would si riv« ((lI' Ihe council system and the
dictatorship of the proletariar/" In ell1()111('1' resolution, the party congress
(in which Oskar Cohn was not a dclcu.uc) dccl.ircd: "The party congress
sees in the National Assembly in Weimar nclrhcr a Volksparlament [peo-
ple's parliament] nor an expression of thc n.::d prolctarian Volk's wilL An
administration like that in Weimar, which is on Iy supported by bayonets,
must and will meet its imminent dissolurion""

During the debate, representatives on thc political right swore by the
old Reich and the wisdom of the Bismareklan constitution, which could
no longer be discerned in the new constitutional draft. They advocated
a constitutional monarchv, which in light of the Kaiser's abdication and
the revolutionary changes sounded more like the swan song of a lost ep-
och than a political position wirhin aNational Assembly that was creat-
ing a consritution. While not actually avowing the Republic, the right-
wing liberals nonetheless managed with great difficulty to acknowledge
the political realities of the day,67Even during the final deliberations on
the constitution, the representative Heinze declared that the DVP had
not failed to cooperate in the creation of a constitution, but he promised
that when it came to establishing the Republic as the fundamental form
of state for the German Reich, the DVP would vote against Article 1 and
the constitution as a whole/"

Likewise, the German National representatives rejected the consti-
tution because it was republican, although, as formulated by the repre-
sentative and former justice minister of Baden Adalbert Düringer, they
would not let the republican form of state prevent them from "fulfilling
our responsibilities as state citizens." Yet at the party congress in mid [uly
1919, resistance mounted to even this distanced cooperation on the part
of the German National fraction in the National Assembly, Receiving
thunderous applause from the delegates, the extreme right-wing völkisch
constitutionallawyer Axel von Frevtagh-Loringhoven demanded "of our
representatives that they vote against this constitution that seeks in the
end to establish this goddamned and cursed republic.T"

It was also Freytagh-Loringhoven who fundamentally denied the Wei-
mar constitution any legitimation whatsoever, According to him, the un-
authorized abdication declaration of Wilhelm II as proclaimed by Reich
Chancellor Max von Baden and the proclarnation of the Republic bv
Philipp Scheidemann amounted to acts of high trcason. Thc Council of
People's Reprcscnrarivcs was just :IS illL'f~il im.u« :IS dw N:I! ion:d !\SSl'lII-

hly ir convokc.l. io'!'vyl:I/(h IlII'il1/(IlIlVI'1I !loll'lIlkl1.vd r()I'('\'/'lllIy :11(:liIlSI !I1l'

1'I'(,(I/(IIIIlllIl I!I'!I\(, IlIlIIIIIIII"I' 11111I' 1,1!I". t1I'I!l1 11114111111111111:
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The Bolshevik's bloodv regime of terror will never be transformed into le-
gality, and neither will we Germans ever find legal the dictated Treaty of
Versailles, even though our enemies have the power at the moment to give
us laws. Precisely in light of the violence to which our Volk is being sub-
jected, we cannot acknowledge that illegitimate power takes precedence
over powerless legitimacy."

To be sure, one could not avoid recognizing the power that stood be-
h ind the new republic, because abolishing it by force would provoke a
;ivil war, But that only meant going along with the constitution "the way
the population of a territory occupied by the enemy comes to terms with
his ordinances so as to prevent greater harm."?'

The Republic as an occupying force that suppresses its own people:
1 his poisonous image-formulated in 1920 at the beginning of the Wei-
mar democracy by an influential expert in state law-could hardly have
more accurately described the deep aversion toward the Republic that
predominated in many parts of Germany, In precisely that moment when
1 hc constitution extolled Volkssouveränität as the foundational principle
i)r government, the fundamental opposition rallied around the notion of
1 hc Volk, paradoxically twisting the principle that all state authority erna-
n.ues from the people in order to undermine the Weimar constitutional
HI ure. The nineteenth-century discussions of state law were characterized
IlY cl division of state and society that, as Christoph Gusy writes, assigned
111rhe constitution a delimiting function that protected the respective
1(':lI'uresof one from access by the other, thus excluding society as the
n-ulm of individual freedom from the realm of politics. Now, instead of
1 hc "theoretical exclusion of the Volk from the political," constitutional
lnw included the Volk, All of the supreme state organs were beholden
1<11he Volk as the highest organ for the formation of the state's will, not
IIlvl'cly in ideal terms but also procedurally." But the Volk's entrance into
Illv rcalm of constitutional politics did not mean that the political muti-
vulcnce bound IIp in the notion of the Volk had become civically unam-
I )1, (110ll::;,

Thc pathos of the constitution's preamble allowed the appearance of a
Volk quirc different from a Volk comprised by state citizens:

l'lw (~<:rm:mVolk, unificd in its tribes [Stämme] and animated by the will
III rcnc-w :lnd consolidnrc irs Empire in freedom and justice, to attend to
1\11'1II:d :IIHI VXI VI'n:d pc.icc, und 1'0promote social progress, has given itself
Ih iM 1'11I1,~1it ut il 111.7I

'l'IIi,', Vol], W:11iIlhvlll\ll,ly 1\(11 lil'NI 1'1'1':111'(\I'(lliliv:dly hy virruc (){ rhc
I IIIINllllilll11i; 11 .dll'llIly nll.II·t1 1':11111'1IIIIII/(:IVI' Illwl/' IlliN 1'1l11Slillilil)11.
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And this Volk as a historically activc :tgt'lll dcfined itself differently from
the assembly of free and equal citizcns rhur [can- Jacques Rousseau had
in mind with his contrat sociaL In 1927 Ihc Weimar expert on state law
Hans Liermann wrote: "every atternpt in thi~ place to interpret the Ger-
man Volk as some kind of soulless me rc summanon of individuals would
be a slap in the face to what is meant in thc prcamble."?" Volkssouveränität
had to be understood in a higher sense than the commonly accepted no-
tion, according to which the Volk participates in state authority. lt is the
recognition of the Volk as a "state-creating elemental power. The Volk is
not, as in a democracy, situated in the state, but rather above the state. It
is not an organ of the state, but rather its master."?

The plebiscitary vote of the Reich president, something that Max We-
ber in particular called for time and again, did not imply the creation of
the position of an "ersatz Kaiser" or of a constitutional monarchy." The
position of the Reich president was not directed toward the past; on the
contrary, it was directed toward an authoritatively formed mass democra-
cy (Wolfgang Mommsen even discemed here a trajectory that led directly
to the Führer dictatorship). The "much talked about 'dictatorship' of the
masses," according to Weber, demands a "dictator," to whom the former
subordinate themselves as long as he has their confidence. 77Subordina-
tion of the masses to the leader that they elect themselves-this was the
magical formula contained in Article 41: "The Reich president is elected
by the whole German Volk." Of course, the Reich president was elected
only by state citizens with the right to vote, and not by the entire German
Volk. But the pathos evoked here by this holistic concept of Volk was
purposefully formulated and intended to underscore the contrast to the
elections for parliament. Whereas society's special interests stood for elec-
tion in the latter, the former was concemed with the politically unified
will of the entire German Volk. 78

lt was Carl Schmitt who polarized the ambivalence of the concept of
the Volk in the Weimar constitution with an anti-liberal charge. The
constitution was something essentially quite different from a social con-
tract ä la Rousseau.

The democratic principle of the Volk's power to grant a constitution im-
plies that the constitution comes into being through an act of a Volk that
is capable of political action. The Volk must exist as a political entity and
must be presupposed, if it is to be the subject of apower to grant a constitu-
tion.??

Thc pol it icnl Volk, (l'(lIll whirh \'111:III:II\'S:111:lIlIhlll'lly in n d\'IlIOl'l':tVV,
is 1III1 IIIHI('I"~I(lIld11I111\\'1111II'IIIIN 111,IHIIII('lldlll~ \'11111111111('"Ihllllll:11 111\'
11111'1111111111111111111IIli' (I.!II III"/IV 111111111111'1111,1111111'1,It 111'1,.11111111111

,
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rnore to be presupposed so that it could even want a constitution. "The
political being preceded the granting of the constitution.l''"

For that reason, the form of the state was for Schmitt of secondary
importance, since it was the will of the Volk as a political entity that was
t'undamental. Thus the Imperial Constitution of 1871 possessed without
11doubt the approval of the Volk, even if the latter did not yet have the
will to abolish the monarchical principle and to declare itself sovereign.
In this manner, Schmitt's argumentation could be taken further-even
1hc Führer state was based in the will of the Volk, wh ich had announced
IIS approval by acclarnation." This political entitv, namely the "Volk
iwakened to political consciousness and capable of action,"82 according-
Iy remains a pre-constitutional and even pre-state entity, whose politi-
r:d character is determined neither by law, nor by the constitution, nor
I)y rhe state; but rather by that definition of the political as provided by
~'khmitt hirnself the distinction between friend and foe.

The political enemy need not be morally evil or aesthetically ugly; he need
not appear as an economic competitor, and it may even be advantageous
I () engage with him in business transactions. But he is, nevertheless, the
orher, the stranger; and it is sufficient for his nature that he is, in a specially
lntcnse way, existentially something different and alien.f"

This difference precedes the constitution; it can be determined cultur-
,.!IV by language and history and likewise "naturally" by race and blood.
11111certain sense, it persists through every constitution, for the Volk can
\',<press its unity through a variety of state forms.

This concept of an extra-constitutional political unity of the Volk lies
1I Ihc basis of the notion of the Volksgemeinschaft.84 lt could be used to
IllHllrv inclusion as weU as distance from and even animosity toward the
Wl'llllar constitution. The Volksgemeinschaft demanded an all-encompass-
Iill communalization and the production of a political unity-"one Volk,
(1111'Reich, one Führer"-and at the same time demonstratively set itself
111111'1[rorn the constitutional processes of forming the Volk's will that oc-
1'111hy mcans of parties and interest groups.

( 'onsritutional democrats like Hugo Preuß still struggled to create a
1IIIIId1)('1wccn thc rcrrn Volksgemeinschaft and the new order. In a brochure
1'1d d IHhl'l1in March 1919, ehe Centerfor Horne Service (the official polit-
1111111d; )1'111:11iun disl rihurion ccntcr for the imperial regime) even tried to
1"11""11.·,11 ill\' sou rcv nr ilw Volksgemeinschaft as the Revolution itself: "The
1\1vulut k m is 111('hl'/~illIlil\g ur:1 ncw pcrson. Ir is rhc bcginning of the
I "111111111111V1,11111'VIII" I( ;1·1111·i11~(,"(/.f(ries Vulkl'sl."1I'1 BUI rhc crosion of the
I I11111'111111VI" k 11/'1tll,lll II'tI 1111\,111I i, )11H) /'111111'l'iIIZ\'IISh IP !IVIlw prop: 1/::1-
11'111'11111\'VIIII\"Wllli'liI~1!tdlr 1-.IIllIlli,~IIII\lddl" 111I II!' NIIIII\'I'II'\'iHI' 111111111'111



30 • Michael Wildt

when the principle ofVolkssouveritnilt/( hccnrnc the founding principle of
a German constitution, the conccpt 1,( Volksgemeinschaft brought together
the critique of the Republic and its dCl1locr:)tic constitution. When the
politieal parties of the Weimar Republ ic, incl uding the Social Democrats
(notwithstanding their different motivcs), propagated the Volksgemein-
schaft, they themselves were destroying the foundation that secured their
constitutional existence. In any case, thc arnbivalence that is an inescap-
able part of the principle of Volkssouveränitlit and that also found expres-
sion in the Weimar constitution was something that they could at best
have "worked with" but never have resolved.

Weimar Parties and the Volksgemeinschaft

With ranking members like Hugo Preuß among others, the liberal DDP
was considered the party of the constitution par exce11ence, and it prop-
agated an idea of the Volksgemeinschaft that was supposed to overcome
the not ion of dass struggle and produce the social unity of the nation.
The DDP entered the 1924 election campaign with the slogan "democ-
racy means overcoming the idea of dass struggle by virtue of the Volksge-
meinschaft"; 86 in 1928, the left-wing liberals ca11ed out the vote with the
fo11owing: "the basic idea of our internal politics, however, is for usat
a11 times the notion of the Volksgemeinschaft, which we advocate in con-
trast to the parties which sharpen the oppositions between 'national' and
Marxist, between town and country, between the races, denominations,
and classes.?"

What distinguished them from propagandists of the Volksgemeinschaft
on the right was their position vis-a-vis the constitution. For the liber-
als, the Volksgemeinschaft was an inextricable part of the democracy. Ac-
cording to Gustav Schneider, a functionary for the union of white-collar
workers speaking at the 1924 party congress in Weimar, the Weimar im-
perial constitution formed the "only [basis] on which a genuine Volksge-
meinschaft is possible.T" Using the attributes "genuine" and "true," they
tried to set themselves apart frorn the parties on the right. In 1924, even
Hugo Preuß once again emphasized that Volksgemeinschaft and party poli-
ties were not mutually exdusive and that the "obliteration of natural dif-
ferences of principles, convictions, and objectives" would only lead ro an
"insipid broth of unity."S9 But the forceful rcfcrcncc rcpcarcd time arid
again to the "whole Volk," 10 IIw org:lIlic sl:rlv :IS :1 "unilit-d hody" 10
which pcrsons and communit il"s slHlIdd 11!'111I1)~:I,~"Iivlll)~ 1'l'lIs :ll\d limlu:"
(:IS W:IS sl:llnl in I!tl' "11l'ly ,d:ill\1111I1I1 IlIllJ), idlll\,wd 1\'lllIlllIdll):it':d dll
11'1\'111'1'/,111"hII, '111\'1111'11111111111111/(1111111111111111.11111'1)1JI' 111111\'(:\'1
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man State Party (Deutsche Staatspartei) in 1930, the course was clearly
sct in the crisis of the Weimar Republic: "The German State Party rests
on the basis of the Volksgemeinschaft. Ir rejects any ties to special groups of
:1 denominational, econornic, estate-based or class-based nature.T"

The right-wing liberal DVP, in contrast, considering itself from the
IHItset to be a bourgeois conglomeration against the "Left," as a defend-
('I' of European culture against "Asiatic Bolshevism," called for a "fierce
111ruggle against the Marxist social democracy." It did so in dear opposi-
t lon to the bourgeois-liberal DDP, which had entered into a governing
('Oillition with the SPD. "The enemy stands on the left!" prodaimed Gus-
i 1I V Stresemann in the 1920 election campaign. In this sense, the DVP
IV: IS supposed to be the centrist party that according to Stresemann's in-
u-nrions "wants to be neither on the radieal right nor on the radiealleft,
11\11consciously strives for a balance of interests."?' Correspondingly, the
1I111'1"y'sca11 to action for the 1920 Reichstag election stated: "reconciling
111l'estates rather than inciting them to hatred. Employers and ernplov-
I'\'S must act together; the labor community [Arbeitsgemeinschaft] must be-
I nmc a Volksgemeinschaft."92

lor the Catholie Center Party, the term Volksgemeinschaft did not lie
I lose at hand, for it remained a political force based in the rural and Cath-
I" Ir population. Nonetheless, rhe Center Party understood itself as the
111\ lcr's Chrisrian-democratic party, seeking with a11 its power to prevent
1 !\()l::;hevist "dass government." For that reason, the party supported the
1·lt'~'l'ion of aNational Assembly and hoped for a "democratic Volksstaat,"
,lt'llnibed in the call to action in Berlin on 21 November 1918 as the
"untficarion of the German tribes into a Volksreich that is carried by a
111)1114national consciousness."?' Four years later, this new and power-
1II1concept had also gained acceptance in political Catholieism: "The
I 'I'IIIC[ Party is the Christian Volkspartei, which consciously stands for the
I ;1'1'111::10Volksgemeinschaft and is strongly resolved to realize the principles
IiI Chnstianiry in state and society, economics and culture." As with the
1 llx-rnls, this implied in the first instance fighting against dass struggle
11H I vI~I~Sgovernment: "The organic growth of the German Volksgemein-
I 1111ft rcsts on the solidarity of a11dasses and professions [Berufsstände]."94

Yl'1 rhc Center Party also clearly turned against definitions from the
11,:111:"Thc Center Party wants the German Volksgemeinschaft. We delib-
I 1111vly 14('1":Isidc :11I divisivc diffcrences that split up our Volk. We are re-
"'11111(:1new division, cnllcd forrh by a so-called 'neo-Gerrnanic' spiritual
1\111111,whkh I.~l'()Ilf'IISillg our Volk,"'I) Pcrhaps for this reason the party
I:"'W 111111\'ItI'Sil:1I11:11\\1111will))! tlw cunccpt o( ihc V()lb~emeinschaft. In
I I}I\ IIlI' ( \'1111'1j!:111y 1i111l1lJ'('SI'IIII.dIIS pl'l'sidl'lll i:d 1':ll1did:lIl', Willwlm
~ 1.11" 11/1"JlII'/1Idl'lli 1iI 111\'\1,,1/(\1:1' /lId II\dlll f ( . "'li, 11111Id'11'I' Illlll , 111\'\'( 1111'('pi
1IIIIIilly1111111j111t'IIIt't!111111I1111'('('1111'1 1'lllly'H Ildll,llllllllllll; 111\'Jllilly I\(IW
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represented itself mostly as a "I ruc Voll<s/lCtrtei"-that is, literally at the
center within a Volk split into I'Wo c-xircmc political camps. Perhaps it
was also the idea of a strong statc-whkh in both substance and essence
was a force for order that ultimatclv coulcl only be based in God-that
prevented apredominant orientation on rhc Volksgemeinschaft.97

Recently, Moritz Föllmer has approprinrclv drawn attention to the fact
that the rhetoric of the Volksgemeinschaft and "national solidarity" often
had no effect in the daily conflict betwccn interest groups in a modern
societv." The appeals to unity and a readiness to make sacritices died
away when it came to protecting respective interests. The entrepreneurial
side of the Zentralarbeitsgemeinschaft (Central Association of Employers
and Ernployees), founded in 1918 with the unions, continuously com-
plained that the latter were going to withdraw from the Volksgemeinschaft;
for their part, after the Zentralarbeitsgemeinschaft was dissolved in 1924,
the employers proclaimed the entrepreneurial right of unlimited trade to
be anational good. Henceforth "Werksgemeinschaften" (company commu-
nities) were supposed to represent the Volksgemeinschaft at the company
level. The Economic Party (which in 1925 became the Reich Party of
the German Middle Class) also failed in its attempt to pass off political
lobbying for middle-class interests as actions for the Volksgemeinschaft. It
prodaimed in grandiose rhyme:

Lend ahand, a brotherly hand! It is for the German middle dass! ... Smash
the false idols of these times that are spreading through the Volk, smash
the discord and the disgrace in the sorely tried Fatherland!

[Reicht die Hand, die Bruderhand! Es gilt dem deutschen Mittelstand! Zerschlagt
die Götzen dieser Zeit, die sich im Volke machen breit, zerschlagt die Zwietracht
und die Schande im vielgeprüften Vaterlande!]

Nonetheless, support for the Middle Class party co11apsed during the
elections of 1930 and it vanished into meaninglessness."

Even the Social Democrats flirted with the Volksgemeinschaft. The un-
stable situation after the co11apse of the Kaiserreich, in which the Social
Democrats assumed political responsibility and felt themselves threat-
ened by attempted revolutionary uprisings from the left, led to a rhetoric
of internal coherence, unity, and defense against any kind of division. At
the October 1920 party congress in Kassel, Adolf Braun presented the
case to the party directorate for thc ncccssity of cxpanding inro a Volk's
p:.lrl'y. After :1Cknowblging 1"11:11"rhc (:III1l'rs ()f Ih~' Erf11l'1I\O)ir:1lT1(J( 1891,
wh ich W:IH(1l'Iirilllly ,~Iill v:t\id In Il)20, h:ld (\il'('('1\'(\ !l1\·IIIHl'lvl'.'iIllw:l1·d
1IlIIwlilitd \Vllllu'IN, 1llllllllllIldl,d:
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Today we have become a political party that also includes white-collar
workers and bureaucrats, and that ranges across industry, trade, agriculture,
shipping, etc. We are a party of all kinds of people who work with their
heads and work with their hands. In this hall we see workers, from univer-
sity professors to unskilled laborers. Our future program must be shaped in
a way that corresponds with this amalgamation. 100

Consequently, the Görlitz Program of 1921 announced right from
Ihc outset: "The Social Democratic Party of Germany is the party of the
working Volk in town and country. It strives to consolidate a11 physical
uid inte11ectual producers who are dependent on the proceeds of their

1 iwn labor, to re ach common understandings and objectives, land] as a
I\rtmpfgemeinschaft (battle group) for democracy and socialism." In terms
111'political economics, the SPD demanded: "property, natural resources,
illd natural power sources that serve the production of energy are to be
wlt hdrawn from capitalist exploitation and put in service of the Volksge-
IIluinschaft."lol According to Paul Löbe in his speech at the Görlitz party
l'llllgress, the SPD wanted to "capture the majority of the Volk" and to
IIWIIlover the entire working Volk."lo2

The notion of dass struggle was not even mentioned in the first draft
" d I he program. And although it was later added, as Heinrich August
W 11ikler notes, it read more like a historical justification than as a decla-
11111011of social war.l'" But the Görlriz Program did not escape criticism;
1111'USPD in particular flady rejected it. After the USPD split, with a
1III11mityswitching to the Communist Party ofGermany (KPD) and a mi-
11111'1IY returning to the SPD, the rhetoric ofthe Social Democrats moved
1111111,;left. Their politics would henceforth be animated by the aspiration
"li I 1(11rher a11 the strengths of the proletariat in a unified dass struggle
111IVi11political power, abolish dass rule, and realize socialism.t"?' In the
IIU') Ilcidelberg Program, the not ion of Volksgemeinschaft no longer ap-

1111\1'( '( \. 105

1\111rhe term had by no means disappeared from Social Democratic
" 11'I I)1'1<,;.Friednch Ebert, who was elected president in 1919, appealed
[111IilH~rst official day in office to the unity of the "Volksgenossen" (Volk
1IIII/I'llllcs).I06 Until his death in 1925, the Volksgemeinschaft repeatedly
I 11I111\\'(I 11P inh is speeches as something that was necessary to attain uni-
1\', MI.lld:lrily, nnd sclf-affirmation.t'" Among younger Social Democrats as
\\ I 11, pi11'1in d:trly rhosc who came upon the socialists by way of the youth
111111'1'111('111,Ihl'l'l' wcrc mnnv for whorn socialism in the first instance
IIlIillli Illlv\'llllll\' :lIld communirv. Love: of nature, anti-bourgeois habi-
III~, IdllY, dlllll'IIII:, \'111ISI ('PI1S\,I\lUHlll'SS,uncl (0111111111l<1lfeeling-these a11
1111111,I'd 111\'Y,1III1I:11iH'1:t!INIJ:IIIIIPS ('llll'r,~111'~(\'(\11\Illl' rowns In wunder

,
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the countryside on Saturday aftCrI1(H)llS, wirh mandolins and guitars and
greetings of "Frei Heil!"I08

The occupation of the Rhineland hv I}vlgi:l1l and French troops in [an-
uary 1923 also led to an escalation o( 11:11ion.ilist rhetoric and an evoca-
tion of the Volksgemeinschaft among Vouilg socialists.l'" At Easter a group
of about one hundred-half of them frorn rhc occupied territories-gath-
ered in Hofgeismar near Kassel to discuss "Volk and State" and, as one of
the organizers put it, to realize a "new positive Volksbewußtsein [Volk con-
sciousness]." Although the speakers (along with the chauvinistically Ger-
man workers' poet Karl Bräer and the Marburg philosopher Paul Natorp,
they induded other prominent academics likc Gustav Radbruch, Eduard
Heimann, and Hugo Sinzheimer who were averse to the pathos of the
Volksgemeinschaft) were opposed to any kind of aggressive nationalism,
the Volksgemeinschaft nonetheless formed a key concept for the emotions
that drove the parricipants.l'"

Emerging from that meeting was a cirde of like-minded comrades who
seized the political initiative in many groups-among them Theodor
Haubach and Carlo Mierendorff, who would later be part of the resis-
tance against Hitler."! The theoretician behind the "Hofgeismar Circle,"
the state-law expert Hermann Heller, defined dass struggle as the work-
ers' struggle to be recognized as apart of the nation and advocated a na-
tionalistic socialism: "Socialism by no me ans signities the end but rather
the completion of the national community; not the destruction of the
national Volksgemeinschaft through dass, but the destruction of dass by
a genuinely national Volksgemeinschaft."l12 Admittedly, the Hofgeismar
Circle was vanquished during the young socialists' internal altercations,
whereupon some of its protagonists found a new horne in the Nation-
al Bolshevist circle around Ernst Niekisch. However, many remained
loyal to the Social Democratic Party or, like Haubach and Mierendorff,
switched to Reichsbanner Schwarz-Rot-Gold (Black, Red, Gold Banner
of the Realm), wh ich attracted these members of Hofgeismar Cirde with
its emphasis on national solidarity and its willingness to collaborate with
all powers to defend the Republic. 113

Yet despite semantic congruence, the Social Democratic understand-
ing of Volksgemeinschaft was not synonymous with the political concepts
of the right. For the Social Democrats, the Volksgemeinschaft was always
an expression for the unification of all exploited social classes in opposi-
tion to a small exploiting dass. The Volksgemeinschaft as a community
that included all producers, bound bv solidatitv and a social economy-
this was a way to transcribc 1-]-1<.'vision ofa hnrrnnniou« S()('it'1y, il's cl:1SSCS

rcconcilcd.'" In coni rasr , 111('pnliliv:d I'i)~hl illlhll\"\llIH' ('()lH"("pl u( Ihv
Vll/b,1:("IIIi";II~dl(\r( wlt l: VVIVdl//('II'III hl'1I1IUIIII'hJUlIl 1'1111,111llli1,

,
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Volksgemeinschaft as Exclusion

. l'he development toward a society of economic classes took off so explic-
1IIv and relentlessly that many wanted to quickly and radically overcome
I11odemity again and longed for a balanced, "just," and above all stable or-
der. In the months of crisis in 1923, bourgeois principles like "good mon-
('V for good work" or "saving me ans security for old age" turned to dust
11 the whirlwind of hyperinflation, which not only obliterated material
IIVings of wealth but also the belief in the validity of bourgeois society's
11Imaterial values. Never before, according to Martin Geyer in his inves-
Ilg:ltion of the "tospy-turvey" world of 1914-1918, had the struggle of all
11~:linsta11and the challenge to help oneself been so strongly invoked as
11Ihose years of inflation. Those who could not help themselves could
1)1)1help others and inevitably joined the losers. And self-help clearly
dld not meant a collective organization with principles of solidarity, but
1,11her selfishness, ruthlessness, and violence.l" "Nothing more heavily
urulcrscores the existence of the German society of economic classes,
\VIIh its deep antagonisms and fatal economic fluctuations," writes Hans-
1111'ich Wehler, "than the victory parade of this chimera that was the

. 'Vf/II<~gemeinschaft' with its promise of a stress-free nation in which every-
1111('would find a suitable and respected place.'?"

While the social and moral milieus of earlier political currents (lib-
1r.i], conservative, Catholic, socialist) began to crumble, the NSDAP
, 111dd cxploit its initial marginal situation, for it was not bound to any
11I1-nrcle and presented itself rather as a "young" and class-transcendent
"\,,,/ksl)artei," one that did not seek to represent any particular interests
1\111r.uher the Volksgemeinschaft as a whole. Yet in contrast to the Social
I h'III()Crats, for example, who advocated an indusionary understanding of
tI u- Volksgemeinschaft that was supposed to unify all producers in opposi-
111111I () ;l few monopoly capitalists, the Volksgemeinschaft on the political
11/:11/ cspccially the National Socialists-was determined by boundar-
j"1 hv cxclusion. The right was not so much concerned with those who
1111IIIII{cd to the Volksgemeinschaft, but rather with those who were not
IIJ1111IHl'd ro bclong-above all, the [ews.
111Ilis comrncntary on the Weimar imperial constitution, Freytagh-

I Iitil i1~I1()v<:1Ih:ld .ilrcady denied Jews the rights of citizenship. He argued
111.11" Volk W:1S dcrcrrnincd by lineage, common language, and a culture
I. 1:1'111'1:11('(1.u ul runintuinct] hv rhc lcacling stratum, as well as by a sub-
11111\'1'1\111111\'1\1,Il:II11~'IVIh(.' will In :1V()lks~('mcinschaft. When applied to
I 111I1I:lIiY,IhiH 111\'11111111:11t\\\' J('ws did n()1 h('\'lI1l( 10 rhc German Volk.
I" 111''11111',IIII'V 1111\1:11/111'11'"1111'( :\'1111:1111:111)!IIi1)~\':1I1d:Idapled 1(\ Ger-
111,111111111111',luu 1111'111IIII''1~I,llIlIlll\lllillll: 1111'11111111111\will! 1111'(:\'1'111:111
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Volk. They also lacked the will Iu 11Volksgemeinschaft, for, on the one
hand, large circles of the German pvnpk: rcjccted community with the
[ews, and on the other hand, largc p:lrlS of [udaism aligned themselves
with Zionism. Freytagh-Loringhovcn's rccommendations for a constitu-
tion based on principles of the Volk .mt.icipatcd the anti-Semitic hier-
archy created by the Nuremberg laws of 1935. He determined that only
those who "stem from German blood" coulcJ bc part of the state and con-
sidered citizens of the Reich. In his view, thc [cws in particular could not
possess any rights of state citizenship: they could not vote or be elected,
and they could not hold public office.!'?

The concept of the Volksgemeinschaft first appeared in Hitler's public
addresses in his programmatic speech "Why Are We Anti-Sernites?" de-
livered in the ballroom of the Hofbräuhaus on 13 August 1920.118 His talk
centered on the concept of work. While work at an instinctive level as
a drive for self-preservation was common to both humans and animals,
a second level had developed among humans, namely work motivated
purely by egoism. This level, too, was surpassed in favor of work motiv at-
ed by an "ethical-moral sense of duty, " an activity "that I do not engage in
merely for mys elf, but for the benefit of my fellow human beings."!'?

Work appears here not in its sober definition as found in classical eco-
nomics, which Karl Marx adopted as well, that is, as a material exchange
between humans and nature. Hitler took his notion of work from a his tor-
ical sketch of the "Nordic races," whose members, because of the inhos-
pitable external living conditions, were compelled to work not only for
themselves but for their entire clan. According to Hitler, for the "Nordic
races" the struggle for existence developed further into a "purifying racial
breeding" because the weak and the sick could not survive and what TC>

mained was a "race [Geschlecht] of giants in strength and health." Finally,
the boundaries that limited their external sphere of operation entailed
that the internal lives of these people developed all the more deeply. As
a consequence of all three factors-wark as duty, racial purity and health,
and a deep internal spirituallife-the "Aryans" acquired the capability of
forming states and developing culture. Yet the foundation was based on
the notion of work.

By contrast, the [ews, who unlike the Nordic races were not "pure
bred," were in no position to form states. Rather, they could only ex ist
as "parasites on the bodies of other peoples [Völker]." These "vermin of
the Volksgemeinschaft" did everything possible to destroy the racial unity,
health, politics, economics, and culture of the German Volk. Hitler con-
cluded in his sumrnarv:

WI' ,41'1'111111Idi'I'llIly111'11'1111'11'1111'IWIIIIII(dllh'll'lIl'l'M III'IWI'I'IIilll' Iltl'I'M,
AIYII1d'11111111'11111111111'11111'Itli 111111'1~illllIl11111:I tI11'1111,111111111111111I11'11111'"11111111'

,
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things about which we speak so often today: socialism, a sense of com-
munity, putting the common good before self-interest. [udaism means an
egoistical understanding of work, and thus mammonism and materialism,
the very opposite of socialism. And in this characteristic, which he cannot
transcend, which lies in his blood-he himself acknowledges this-in this
characteristic itself lies the necessity for the Jew that he must present him-
self as destructive to the state. He cannot do otherwise, whether he wants
to or not. 120

This passage reveals a central element ofNational Socialist anti-Semi-
t ism: there is no escape for the [ews. As individuals they might be good or
htH..!, hardworking or lazy, accommodating or head-strong, but it did not
nmtter. The complete assimilation of the [ews as demanded by the older
Iwncration of anti-Semites was for Hitler an obsolete solution; indeed, it
IHily hid from view the immutable [ewish "racial fate." According to Hit-
1\,1',nothing could prevent it-neither education nor a merely economic
In Iggle-nothing except for the action and organization of the masses.

Wc understood clearly, that if this movement does not penetrate into the
hroad masses and organize them, then all is in vain, then lwel will never be
successful in freeing our Volk, and we will never be able to think about re-
huilding our Fatherland anew, Salvation here can never come from above:
11can and will come only from the broad masses, rising from below.'?'

'I 'he necessary social refarms in favor of those who "day after day work
11'1'Ihc Volksgemeinschaft" must be accompanied by a "struggle against the
Il!lpOnent of every social institution: [udaism. Here, too, we know full
IVI·IIrhat scientific awareness can merely be prep work, but that behind
IIIINnwareness there must be arganization, which will one day move into
1ll'llon, and that action for us is unshakably firm. It is: the removal of the
kWH frorn our Volk." The protocol notes at this point thunderous and
I ruluring applause and hand clapping.P?

I krc lay the decisive difference from previous anti-Semites. While the
li t'li sch kcs, Stoeckers, and Marrs put their anti- Jewish poison on paper,
IVr'it i11[.:(ir down and having it printed, Hitler called for action, The anti-
111'1111It's of rhc Wilh.elmine Kaiserreich, according to Shulamit Volkov,
\\'1'1'(\pnrr ()f <I writrcn culture. They spent their energy on internal argu-
1111'11114:md phyed :11't imcs with the idea of legal restrictions. Someone
111,1'1:,III~\'11I)Ohrung pursucd his rhcoretical considerations to the point of
1111'Ilhysk:d d\'sll'IH'1 illil i\f Ilw Jl'W,~. ßur nonc of rhis proceeded beyond
1111\\Ill1'ds1111:1P"'~I', (i,r Illl'rl' W:lS111)()rl-(:lI1iZ:lli()n,praxis, 01' acrion that
I "Ilitl 111111Ihl'/;(' Idl'llll 1111111'I':dIIY,11I1'()IIIf'IIHI,l lir lc-r W;ISliu lc inclincd
I1I 1111'\\11iI I1'11\VIIItl i "], 1d1:1iII11I1i11k " 1111\1"NIIIVI'!H' I'11111",~"v: 11Iwd h i.~\'Ilil
1111'111 Illtll'l'tllllltlltilil 11'\1111111'11111'1'111,JlI1IIi'i'\ltlldlll'tllll !li'lllillll M,'ill
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Kampf. But the rhetoric was not 11IvITly 11IL':lnt to convince listeners; the
speech was a call to action.'!' "0\11' l·OIICi."I'Il," announced Hitler, "must be
to awaken, whip up, and incitc thc InSI incr :lgainst [udaism in our Volk,
until it arrives at the decision to join 1I\l' movcment which is prepared to
draw the necessary conclusions."!" Jndl'\.·d, Narional Socialist anti-Semi-
tism proved itself in action; the Volksgemeinschaft was produced through
praxis, not merely by Sunday speechcs anti glo~sy party brochures.

Hitlet had the charisma of a "Führer" für ~In cntire Volk, wh ich was pre-
pared to place its combined hopes for unitv, salvation, transcendence of
divisions, integration, and recognition on thc promise of a future Volksge-
meinschaft.125 But from the very outset, the moment of inclusion in the
Volksgemeinschaft was linked with the violent exclusion of the so-called
"asocials," the supposedly genetically inferior, and most of all the Jews.
What the memories of former "Volksgenossen" later preferably kept sepa-
rate, namely the persecution of the [ews and the experiences of commu-
nity in National Socialism, are inextricably linked-they were two sides
of a political project: the destruction of civil society and the creation of
a new racial order. The exclusion of the German Jews from the Volksge-
meinschaft, not merely rhetorically but through acts of violence, formed
the constitutive element in the National Socialist Volksgemeinschaft. For
that reason, anti-Semitism and the persecution of the jews cannot be sep-
arated from the inclusive moments of the Volksgemeinschaft. In the sense
of National Socialist politics, neither could it simply be decreed by the
state. The production of the Volksgemeinschaft was a matter for the "Volk"
and it was a quest ion of action, not law. Anti-Semitic violence was thus
not merely a means of National Socialist politics; violence against Jews
was the core of those politics.
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Volksgemeinschaft." Quoted in Götz, Ungleiche Geschwister, 88; other references in
Mai, "Verteidigungskrieg und Volksgemeinschaft," 591; see also Ben Möbius, "Das
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our 16th are said to have grappled admirably with their long knives. The whole city
is decked out with flags. The French and Belgians could hardly have thought that
they would be hit so hard." Diary of Himmler, entry for 8/23/1914, Bundesarchiv
Berlin, N 1126/3; see Werner T. Angress and Bradley F. Smith, "Dia ries of Heinrich
Himmler's Earlv Years," Journal for Modern History 31 (1959): 206-224.

28. Sebastian Haffner, Geschichte eines DC!l.lschen:Oie Eri,nncnJngcn 19/4-/933 (SIliil-
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\il "1\,d"'lr r!VH IbiS lkr Volksbc.rufrrngtcn an das deutsche Volk vom 12. November
11/IHo" 1" I )lIkHll1"I'fI' ZI'T!l1'II,IScl1l'1IVcr{(/,lsunp,.I[!c.lchichte, vol. 4: Deutsche Verfassungs-
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ing of 15 November, Friedrich Ebcrt ~III'P()""dly told Prcuß: "We cannot do that;
we do not have people for that." Thcodor Wolrr, /cigebücher 1914-1919, ed. Bernd
Sösemann (Boppard, 1984),654.
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Ihc first constitutional drafts, see Fritz Stier-Somlo, Deutsches Reichs- und Landessta-
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ca lied for the consideration of whether the constitution should also provide for na-
tional minority rights for the Jews.

Born in 1869, Oskar Cohn was a Social Democratic representative in the
Reichstag from 1912 to 1918 and from 1919 (as of 1922, again for the SPD) to 1924 a
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Opposition in Reich und Ländern (Düsseldorf, 1995),88; see in the same pl ace also a
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I), lbid., 170 (ernphasis in the original). On Liermann, see Michael Stolleis, Geschichte
les öffentlichen Rechts in Deutschland, vol. 3: Staats- und Verwaltungsrechesweissenschaft
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stitution. That which is not available politically can not consciously make decisions.
With respect to this fundamental act [the French Revolution, author's note] in which
a Volk acted in a politically conscious manner, the political existence was presup-
posed and the act by which the Volk gives itself a constitution is to be distinguished
from the constituting of the state." Ibid. (quotation translated by Bernard Heise).

83. Carl Schmitt, The Concept of the Political, trans. with introduction and notes by
George Schwab (Chicago, 2007), 27.

84. For that reason I disagree with Steffen Bruendel, who distinguishes between an "ex-
clusive" Volksgemeinschaft and an "inclusive" Volksgemeinschaft, in which he claims to
recognize elements of participatory reform, a "foundation for future togetherness" in
the "Spirit of 1914," and even the concept of a "democratic Volksgemeinschaft." Ir
was not, as Bruendel maintains, the "inflationary usage by the National Socialists"
that first "contaminated" the notion of the Volksgemeinschaft; instead, the "Volksge-
meinschaft," based on identity and homogeneity rather than representation, was itself
the antithesis of a liberal constitutional state. Bruendel, Volksgemeinschaft, 258-313.

85. Zentrale für Heimatdienst, ed., Der Geist der neuen Volksgemeinschaft: Eine Denkschrift
für das deutsche Volk (Berlin, 1919), 4.

86. [ürgen C. Heß, "Das ganze Deutschland soll es sein" (Stuttgart, 1978),332.
87. Quoted in Werner Schneider, Die Deutsche Demokratische Partei in der Weimarer Re-

publik 1924-1930 (Munich, 1978),48, note 82.
88. Reichsgeschäftsstelle der DDP Berlin, Staat und Wirtschaft: Rede von GustaV Schneider,

Bundesvorsitzender des Gewerkschaftsbundes der Angestellten, auf dem Reichsparteitag der
Deutschen Demokratischen Partei in Weimar am 6. April 1924 (Berlin, n.d.), 3; see also
HeB, "Das ganze Deutschland," 331.

89. Hugo Preuß, "Volksgemeinschaft?" in Um die Reichsverfassung (Berlin, 1924), 17-22,
here 19.

90. "Manifest der Deutschen Staatspartei," in Wilhelm Treue, Deutsche Parteiprogramme
1861-1954 (Göttingen, 1954), 148-152, quote on 148; see Burkhard Gutleben,
"Volksgemeinschaft oder zweite Republik? Die Reaktionen des deutschen Linkslib-
eralismus auf die Krise der 30er Jahre," Tel Aviver Jahrbuch für deutsche Geschichte 17
(1988): 259-284; for a survey see Konrad Jarausch and Larry E. [ones, eds., In Search
of a Liberal Germany: Studies in the History of German Liberalism [rom 1789 to the Pres-
ent (New York, 1990), and Eric Kurlander, Living with Hit/er: Liberal Democrats in the
Third Reich (New Haven, 2009).

91. Quoted in Hartenstein, Anfänge der Deutschen Volkspartei, 53, 207.
92. Quoted in ibid., 210.
93. "Aufruf und Leitsätze der Deutschen Zentrumspartei, 21.11. 1918 (Berlin)" in Her-

bert Lepper, ed., Volk, Kirche, Vaterland: Wahlaufrufe, Aufrufe, Satzungen und Statuten
des Zentrums 1870-1933 (Düsseldorf, 1998),387-390, quotc on 388.

94. "Richtlinien der Deutschen Zenl rumspurt ci. I Cl. I , 192:2," in ibid., 41H 42H, qlH'I~'un
41Hf.

Hitler's Volksgemeinschaft and the Dynamics of Racial Exclusion • 47

Ijl), "Wahlaufruf der Deutschen Zentrumspartei zu den Reichstagswahlen, 14.3. 1924" in
ibid., 428-430, quote on 430.

I)(). "Wahlaufruf der 'Germania,' 27.3. 1925" in ibid., 450-453; on the politics of the
Center Party during the 1925 election of the Reich president, see Karsten Ruppert,
Im Dienst am Staat von Weimar: Das Zentrum als regierende Partei in der Weimarer De-
Inokratie 1923-1930 (Düsseldorf, 1992), 109-130.

Ij'1, Rcgarding the Center Party's political theories about the state, see Detlef Junker,
I)ie Deutsche Zentrumspartei und Hitler 1932/33: Ein Beitrag zur Problematik des poli-
tischen Katholizismus in Deutschland (Stuttgart, 1969), 127-155; Morsey, Deutsche
Zentrumspartei, 236-242; on the connection between Social Democratic and Cath-
ul ic republicans see Det1ef Lehnert, "Von der politischkulturellen Fragmentierung
111'demokratischen Sammlung: Der 'Volksblock' des 'Reichsbannerlagers' und die
k.uholischen Republikaner" in Lehnert and Megerle, Pluralismus als Verfassungs- und
(;esellschaftsmodell, 77-129.

fll~ Moritz Föllmer, "The Problem ofNational Solidarity in Interwar Germany," German
llistory 23, no. 2 (2005): 202-231.

jlj Frorn the Deutsche Mittelstandszeitung, 1/1/1927, quoted in Föllmer, "Problem of
National Solidarity," 216, who rightlv noted that discord could hardly be smashed.
löllrner's observation could be taken further-the metaphor does not so much seek
n-conciliation but rather a violent production of enforced consensus.

111I\ ~.JlI()ted in Heinrich August Winkler, Von der Revolution zur Stabilisierung: Arbeiter
IIlIdArbeiterbewegung in der Weimarer Republik 1918 bis 1924 (Berlin: 1984), 436.

11\ I 1 'rowkoll über die Verhandlungen des Parteitags der Sozialdemokratischen Partei Deutsch-
Il/lId.I,abgehalten in Gärlitz vom 18. bis 24, September 1921 (Berlin, 1921), IIIf; on
1I,l' discussion of the program, see Heinrich August Winkler, "Klassenbewegung
udcr Volkspartei? Zur Programmdiskussion in der Weimarer Sozialdemokratie 1920-
1925," Geschichte und Gesellschaft 8 (1982): 9-54.

111,1\~lIotcd in Paul Nolte, Die Ordnung der deutschen Gesellschaft: Selbstentwurf und Selb-
Ilhcschreibung im 20. Jahrhundertt (Munich, 2000), 101. According to Nolte, an ern-
IIh;'I'ic and naive notion of the Volk played an important role for the SPD, generally
lIi'lIking,

111\ Wlnklcr, "Klassenbewegung," 18.
11111111.1,,28,
111'1:-il'\'Winkler, Der Schein der Normalität: Arbeiter und Arbeiterbewegung in der Weimarer

Ilrpllblik 1924 bis 1930, 2nd ed. (Berlin, 1988), especially 324, note 295.
11111PIk-drich Eben, Schriften, Aufzeichnungen, Reden, 2 vols. (Dresden, 1926), vol. 2,

1'111,
101 11111spccch in Harnburg on 17 August 1922 Ebert said: "In the thought of German

111\11y, in d1C idca of a German Reich itself that securely circumscribes our Volksge-
l'Ii'IIl~~'h:lrl lic thc roots not only of our cultural significance but also our economic
'.11\'111:1h ;II,d 1hc possibilltv offree development." And in Kiel on 4 September 1922:
"111IId~ Hlnll.!gll:ro :1S$CI'toursclves, we will need the cooperation of all our Volks-
/!I'lIlilSl'1I(Volk comrndcs). Thus thc thought of a firmly connected Volksgemeinschaft
11111/11IIH'I'('llsinJ(lyh<:CIlIIICpilrl 01' 01' flcsh and blood." Ebert, Schriften, vol. 2, 253,
'tl'l: Ihh l, I;11111\lI'l' SI'PP"r! illg d\l~llrllent:~,

IpII ':11' 111"vlvhl d"N('d"II'111 111Fr:11lZW;dll'l', Nruiollftlc Roman.tik und revolutionärer
I\lvtlllll' I'IIIIIII( 1I1I,!I!'iWII"IIWIII'II'111/lilll'''11Wcillllm'r .Il1l1l:soziri/i,Il'YI.US (Bcrlin, 1986),
I' "I: IIhll' 1\1'11.11111,1I 11,,'-,', ~:'ll'il,'II"1IMII1" IllId WllIlIll'l"I/II!!I'I:/)1<' ,1u.llgso,irl!istcnin
.1"1 \\"'11111111'1III'I'IIWI, 1')/lj II)il (MII,j'IIIj:, IljlHl, i/, '10,1\1 111111'1'11111:!Ir y""Ilj(
'11"dl"l~ 111111111111'111\11'1111111('1111111111111111\II/111NI11)'(1, i1I1'Y,1"11.11",1,"WI' 111"

I!



48 • Michael Wildt

beginning to recognize that thc pollik:tI :lIld cconomic dass struggle is not enough
to make socialism a reality. We W:1I1110 becomc new people, true socialists. A new
world needs new people. But eben wc W:11l1I() cnliven the party with our spirit. We
des ire that [the party] becomes thc pnrt y \,{ Ihc (111ure. We demand from the party full
freedom for our desire." Quoted in Winldcr, :)che;n.der Normalität, 265.

109. For elaboration see Lüpke, Zwischen Marx ulld Wandervogel, 52-56.
110. On the Hofgeismar Conference sec W:tll'e!', Nationale Romantik, 40-48; Lüpke,

Zwischen Marx und Wandervogel, 63-70; Franz Ostcrrath, "Der Hofgeismarkreis der
Jungsozialisten," Archiv für Sozialgeschichte 4 (1964): 525-569; Winkter, Schein der
Normalität, 367-369.

111. On Haubauch, now see Peter Zimmerman. TIleodor I-laubach (1896-1945): Eine poli-
tische Biographie (Hamburg, 2004), 123-150; on Mierendorff, see Richard Albrecht,
Der militante Sozialdemokrat: Carlo Mierendorff 1897-1943 (Berlin, 1987).

112. Hermann Heller, "Sozialismus und Nation (1925)," in Gesammelte Schriften (Leiden,
1971), vol. 1,437-526, here 468.

113. Thus the Illustrierte Reichsbannerzeitung in Ocrober 1925 stated that the goal of the
organization was "to forge an iron band of German togetherness and Volksgemein-
schaft, above everything that was divisive and beyond dass es and partv-political world
views." Quoted in Winkler, Schein der Normalität, 383. Regarding conflicts within
the young socialists and the whereabouts of the members of the Hofgeismar Circle,
see Winkler, Schein der Normalität, 376-378; Walter, Nationale Romantik, 169-177;
Lüpke, Zwischen Marx und Wandervogel, 78-133, 145-152.

114. See the insightful comparative analysis of the National Socialist Volksgemeinschaft
and the Social Democratic Volksheim in Sweden by Götz, Ungleiche Geschwister.

115. Martin H Geyer, Verkehrte Welt: Revolution, Inflation und Modeme, München 1914-
1924 (Göttingen, 1998),391-397.

116. Wehler, Gesellschaftsgeschichte, vol. 4, 345.
117. Freytagh-Loringhoven, Weimarer Verfassung, 399f.
118. Quored here in Adolf Hitler, Sämtliche Aufzeichnungen 1905-1924, ed. Eberhard

Jäckel and Axel Kuhn (Stuttgart, 1980), 84-204. The speech was first printed in
Reginald R. Phelps, "Hitlers 'grundlegende' Rede über den Antisemitismus," Vier-
teljahrshefte für Zeitgeschichte 16 (1968): 390-420; see the extensive interpretation of
the speech by Klaus Holz, Nationaler Antisemitismus (Hamburg, 2001),359-430.

119. Hitler, Sämtliche Aufzeichnungen, 184.
120. Ibid., 190.
121. Ibid., 200.
122. Ibid., 201. The call for "the removal of the Jews from our Volk" does not signify an

anticipation of Auschwitz; in this regard I oppose Holz's interpretation of the speech,
namely that the term Entfernung (rernoval) is the equivalent of killing. Holz, Natio-
naler Antisemitismus, 416-424. In 1920 the formulation "Entfernung der Juden aus
unserem Volke" was directed more toward exduding them from the Reich. Hitler
continued his sentence as follows: « ..• the removal of the [ews from our people [thun-
derous and persistent applause and hand clapping], not because we begrudge them
their existence-we congratulate the rest of the world on their visit [much amuse-
ment]-but because the existence of our own Volk means a thousand times more to
us than that of a foreign race [Bravo!]."

123. See Shulamit Volkov, "Das geschriebene und das gesprochene Wort: Über Kont i-
nuirär und Diskol1linllil:il im dl'II1St'l1l'11Ant isrmit isuur»," in Shlll:lIl1il V"lk()v, 1\11-
I;WIII;I;\I//'i/\II{' kll{wr •.{f('1' (;",/1': 7.1'/111{,'''tl,,!\, "xl', )nd \'11. (Muntch, }(1(1(1), 14· 7'i;
NI'\' illtl" 1111111t111I, NII'wyl" "~;I"I'I"1i 11,1''11'lVlnil1',,,1;11'111',('IIllllilldly 111111('Il:1I11W

11

Hitler's Volksgemeinschaft and the Dynamics of Racial Exdusion • 49

in German Antisemitism, 1871-1945," Leo Baeck Institute Yearbook 35 (1990): 335-
l70, who like Volkov distinguishes between rhetorical anti-Sernitism and the active,
ruurderous anti-Semitism of the National Socialists.

1.1I, I Iitler, Sämtliche Aufzeichnungen, 201.
j ) 'I, In a study on the widespread topos of the "Führer" in the Weimar Republic, Thomas

Mergel notes that the "Führer" was expected to be "one of us," someone who would
show lISwhat "we have in us," and an outsider to the quotidian professional politi-
l':tI enterprise of reaching cornprornises: he would be someone who breaks out of the
ioutine and does the unexpected, someone surprising and "intuitive" who "instinc-
Iivcly" makes the right decisions and takes risks. After a number of disappointments
In rhis regard, these expectations converged in a particular and evidently convinc-
11\1' way on Hitler. Thomas Mergel, "Führer, Volksgemeinschaft und Maschine: Poli-
i lsche Erwartungsstrukturen in der Weimarer Republik und dem Nationalsozialismus
1918-1936," in Politische Kulturgeschichte der Zwischenkriegszeit 1918-1939, ed. Wolf-
illing Hardtwig (Göttingen, 2005), 91-127.


